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MEMOPANTOM 


SUBTEOT: ECE! TNDICATIONS OF COMMUNIST INTENTIONS IN SGUEH VIETNAM 


1. Doring the post three weeks Communist powers have iesued @ number 
of statementa threatening increased participation in the Vietnas conflict. 
tn £2 Merch the Viet Cong politics. ara, the National Idberation Front of 
South Vietnaw (NLPSV), declared thet, "Lf the US imperialists coutiaue to 
send thelr troops and the troopea of their satellites inte South Vietnan 
and to expund the war ¢o the North and to Laos, the RLFSY will cel) won 
the world peoples to send troope and youtha to came and side whth the 
South Vietnamese people.” It went ou to threaten to call an the douth 
Vietnamese who have been in the North “for the pest ten yeers to retary 


te take up veapons to extexminate the efemy end save theds country.” 


2. The Chinese Communiohs responded on 25 Hareh pledging te send 
“ell, necessary material ald” and declaring readiness “to send oor oun 
nen whenever the Gowkh Vietnamese people want then." On 29 Mareh Peiping 
for the first time directly Linked the South Vietnam situation to Chimes 
security, stating tit following the U "aguressiens” egainet North 


Vietnam "tte sext step will be agereseion against Ching,” and that China's 
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security can only be assured by driving the U4 oat of South Metnan. 
Through various apaesmen Peiping has several times repeated the pledyes 
oF heip to the Viet Cong, 


3. On 26 March North Korea also responded by officially offering to 
send yohuteers If reqeested, It has attempted to heighten the effect 
by publicizing the numbers of cltdsens it claims are volunteering for 


Yietuimese service, 


i. Hanoi has been a little more restrained. than Pedplng, although 
it bas given full publicity to the NESSV statements, Although not 
apecificaliy threatening to send North Vietnamese troops, Haned has 
supyerted the Front's threst to call an “regrouped” Southerners to 
return ta Tight with the Viet Cong. Henod has eeennneae an decent 
propaganda campaion te publicise the reidiness of the Southerners to 
return and te nobiline the orethern popitletion "to be ready ta fight 
atyihere needed." Hanoi has allen widely publicived offers fran Chinese 
and other foreigners to fight in Vietnam. 


5. Moscow has bean comparatively reticent... Adthough 4t prowptty 
published brie? reports of tha NUPSY appeal] for meterial add and its 
reverence to foreign troops, it meade ne comment on the appeal until 


T April, when Kosygin said that 1% hed received a “positive response” 





pretenses mene Re 





{ 
| 
ft 
i 
| 





in the Soviet Union. Since £9 March Noscov commentators bave frequently 
nobed the readiness of Soviet eltizena to volunteer ta go to Wetiam, but 
they hove not Linked this to the NLFEV appenl, Moscow has Inetedd stressed 


the dnportance of tte materiel aid to the DRY. 


& Of the whole range of Communiet statemente, none makes an 
dimediate commitment to direct detervention. Naterlal 414, including 
weapons, Za premised, but personnel are prosulsed only if the Wiet Jong 
fiedde and asks for then. We believe such stetements are designed to - 
belster the morale of the Viet Cong and the DRY in the fuce of stepped 
up US praseurec And, mire especially, to deter the US from extending 
ate bosbing and iucreasing ite forces in tht aves. RKevertheless, their 
willingness to go as far as to threaten intervention suggests thet the 
Communiete are prepared to take some further steps to Talfill their 


warnings with token nutbera of “volusteers” from other Commniat eountrles. 


7s In order to deter the US and to stimulate iuternationsl ané 
domestic pressures for a change in US policy, the Comunists, partéewlerly 
the Chinese, are seeking to raise the spectre of a Korsastype wars 
Actually, at this stage, the Chinese Commintiets bave iese reason to 
antervene in Vietnam than they hed in Koreas 15 years ago and more reaaon 
to feax the US vention if they shevld do sc. The Communists almost 
sertainiy believe that the best wey to advance their cause Ls to prevent 
further US casalation of the var and to prese their edventage in the 
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&. This is apperently exactly what the Communists are doing: vhile 
using threste in the hope of Ifmiting 0S participation in the conPiiet, 
they sre preparing for iucreased sdlitery activity tn South Vietnam. Talk 
or the ebliantion to sem personnel will probably ne weed fo Juskify 
the iutroduction of foreign ollitery technicians, and any PAVE unite 
gent to the South could be called “regrouped Southerners rehurning from 
the Worth." Considerable numbers of foreign specialists may be inteeduced 
into Korth Vietuum in coming monthe; bot very few are likely to join the 
Viet Cong in the South. The Asien Communists (eopeaially those in Petying} 
are both sensitive end arrogant; they cavwld be provoked into irrations) 
ertions. Gn balance, however, fn the absence of obher indicators, wa 
believe that the recent Communieh threats da not presage & Korcan-tyre 


Antervention now, 


9. A more domediate military threat Lies in South Vietaen, particularly ; 


ve believe, in the northern part. There has been clear evidence in pust 


‘wonths of an seoslerated tudldue of Communist forces in this region. Viet 


Cong have been Brought ia from other reglous and there de coneiierable evidence 


that reguler FAVS unite have been introduced inte Western Kombi province. 
Tatroduction of regular PAVY units wild Indleste Lesseried concera 

on the part of the DRY to sonesal, its dnvelvement in South ¥ietnas. 

This pulidup in capabilities almost certainly indieates an intention 


ta underteke offensive ectiong of greater scope and significance tran 











bitherte stbempted in this ares. The security sltuction in this area has 
a0 deheriorated thet an accelerated sustained effort wy the VO, on aa 
abtuck on ome Key point, could bave grave consequences for the GYH. duck 
on attack could come ageinsh amy one of a number of plecea, e.g., Kontam, 


Ban Me Thuat, Gui Nhon, Fielku, Huey or In Rane. 


10, Commune forces are currently building wo in two arene -- near 
Koubum and near ta Nang. The approaching southwest monsoon will kendloap 
TS/eue aty activity in areag west of the coastal range, @.z., Kontwn. 

The eoastel etrin cast of the range, however, wiLL aera relatively 
elear and dry during the same period. Consequently, Commund st forces 
eonventrated for on attack on Da Neng or Hue would be more yullneretig 


to eft ptrikes. 


LL. The buildup dn northern South Vietnam hee been lo progress for 
at Least ofx mertths » soi it ray be that preperations for a major attach 
will senkinue for some time to come. Por this reson and because of 
the wite range of posslbie targets, we cannot predict either where or 


when suck an attack fe most Iikely to oseur, 
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